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Higher Geography Webinar
Questions & Answers 

Question Paper
With named examples is there a maximum mark per question? Is it worthwhile for candidates to write an EG with each point they make - kind of like the all PEE (history)?
Generally 1-2 marks are available for named examples for a question worth up to 10 marks, with 2 marks available for questions worth up to 12 marks.

Candidates can choose to include as many examples as they wish, but once the maximum has been reached, they will not gain further marks for this.
Why is the timing so tight at Higher? Pupils only get 1 min 6 secs per mark. At National 5 level they get 1 min 45 secs per mark.

The SQA has a formula for all subjects. Marks are also scaled in the question paper at Higher.

Why were the 2019 question paper command words appearing in the middle of some questions and at the start of others? 
There is no set format for where command words are used. They are used where we feel is best for candidates to understand the question.

Can you confirm in relation to physical features of Coasts, Glaciation and Rivers (Hydrosphere) that named examples are credited with marks with the exception of features of deposition in Glacial environments (terminal moraine, esker, or drumlin)?  Or, is it the case that credible examples for features of deposition in glacial environments will be awarded marks also?
This will remain the same as in previous years, that is, marks for named examples will be awarded for glacial erosional features and coastal features only.

How are the 20 marks split in the skills question in paper 2?

There is no split to the marking. Candidates can be awarded up to 4 marks for appropriate, accurate map evidence, but the rest of the points candidates make are credited if correct. This is because the question scaffold is interdependent and to split the marks may penalise candidates.
Can candidates be asked about what people can do in a glaciated area and why? For example, "People can go hill walking up mountains such as Ben Lomond as the hills are steep are there are good views of the glaciated scenery." 
If you are referring to the Physical Environments section, there is no mention of what people do in glaciated areas in the Course Specification. In the Human Environments Rural section, rural land use is limited to conflict and management.
Can pupils be asked about improvements to a land use in the skills question?

Only if we have asked for that in the question. The question you may be referring to was in the specimen question paper which is not considered a live paper.

I haven’t seen political factors as part of exam questions in recent years.  Is this still a core part of the course under the different human topics?

The Higher Course specification does not mention 'political'.
I was planning to put a skills question in my paper 2 prelim. We haven't covered much of this yet in class. Would it be appropriate to include part (a) only and award up to 10 marks?

That would not be advisable as the question parts are very similar and are often overlapping. It would be very difficult to answer only one part of this question. 
Regarding the Higher urban unit, a lot of the textbooks appear to be out of date. Can the SQA provide up to date resources for Glasgow or Edinburgh so I can redevelop this unit without using out of date examples?
SQA do not provide learning and teaching resources, so it would be worth contacting Education Scotland for these.
Are candidates still able to get marks when talking about developments of council estates/refurbishment of tenements?

If you are talking about Glasgow, I would suggest that there are so many later developments that are more appropriate for example Glasgow Harbour, Riverside and Athletes Village etc.
Could pupils ever be asked about housing changes specifically in say the suburbs/fringe of a city and be expected to have case study for that area?

SQA will not specify a part of the city about which your candidates would need to answer.

In the RBM question where you get the graphs and have to explain why there is a need for water management, is there a maximum number of marks they can get for describing figures from the graph?

Yes there is. It will depend on the total number of marks the question is out of. It would likely be 3-4 marks for an 8-10 mark question.

I have taught atmosphere and used the NASA website which says that 'Sunspots are areas that appear dark on the surface of the Sun. They appear dark because they are cooler than other parts of the Sun’s surface.'  This seems to contradict your mark scheme. Please clarify?
Having just checked the marking instructions for previous years, there appears to be some conflicting evidence which different schools are using and is available. We will always give the benefit in these cases to the pupils to make sure no one is disadvantaged. 
Is there are maximum number of times a candidate can be awarded a mark for a named case study in their question? For example, if the candidate named two examples would they receive a mark for each or just one mark because they had referred to at least one?
It will depend on the number of marks the question is for. We would normally give 1 named example mark for a question out of 6-8 marks, and 2 marks for a question out of 10 marks or more. A candidate will only gain 1 mark however for each named example. For example, in Development & Health, only one example of an anti-malarial drug would be credited, even if the candidate named two.
How recent do urban transport strategies have to be? For example, can candidates still talk about bus lanes or one way streets and gain marks, whereas I tried to take them into town to show them bus gates and cameras.
Candidates can discuss bus lanes and one–way streets as a recent transport strategy. This should not dissuade you from teaching them about current strategies such as cameras.
We do not have a set time frame for this topic or indeed the housing topic where it is perhaps more of an issue. The answer should be relevant to the city chosen and up to date enough to still be relevant for a developed city.
Can you still get asked to describe socio-economic land use in a named area?

The coursed specification refers to “rural land use conflicts and their management, related to either a glaciated or coastal landscape”.
Candidates may be asked about land use conflicts, and/or management strategies related to these conflicts.  

One of the example skills questions (exemplar paper from 2015, if I remember correctly) asks about the impact of removing a land use.  This hasn't appeared since, however.  Is this something SQA could ask?

The 2015 exemplar paper was not a live paper and was for further illustrative use, it is no longer on the SQA Higher Geography page and should not be referred to. There have now been a number of live questions for the skills questions, all of which have a similar layout and structure and this is likely to remain the case.
For a terminal moraine, would pupils get any marks for mentioning how the material is eroded? I am wondering how they might get, for example, 8-10 marks for this feature.
No, if the question is about a depositional feature then no marks will be available for erosional processes. Depositional questions for glacial features do not get process marks and as such, they are likely to be out of fewer marks.

Some questions (e.g. physical factors that affect the hydrological cycle/hydrographs) can get very repetitive in their explanation.  I know repetition is something markers need to look out for, so how can candidates answer this question without ending up repeating themselves and losing marks? Should they just write the same number of points as there are marks?

Candidates should take care not to repeat themselves as a mark can only be given once for a correct point. Making reference to why a hydrograph has a rising limb could refer to the rainfall amount, but may also provide suggestion reasons linking to suggestions of the relief of the land, basin shape, stream density, vegetation / land covering or other such features.
Would you get a mark for the named place (Harmondsworth) and a second one for a grid reference for that same place?

No, although the candidate may find it easier to just write the name, this would be the same case for the name of the river and the grid reference for the same river. However, the name of the river/town/road must not be on the question paper if they are to gain the mark. If it is on the reference diagram, then they would need to give an appropriate grid reference.
Previous questions asked candidates to explain soil. Recent example on SQA documents says "Draw a fully annotated soil profile of a brown earth soil to show its main characteristics (including horizons, colour, texture, soil biota and drainage) and associated vegetation" That to me looks like a describe question. Which command word tells us that it will be marked as an explain question? It’s not very clear to me.

This question was in the most recent specimen question paper and marks are allocated for annotating the soil profile to show characteristics. The marking instructions will provide further clarification on this. You are correct to point out that we have in the past also asked candidates to explain the soil formation, as we did in 2019, again the marking instructions provide further clarification. 

I had a question regarding case studies. You mentioned that they should be up to date and relevant. Would this mean that we should not be using examples of migration from Poland to the UK, for example? Or could this case study still be credited in an exam?

We would consider the migration of EU nationals to the UK as still very much relevant to the current situation in Britain. 
In population, would pupils ever get asked specifically about solutions to address the consequences of population structures, or indeed the effectiveness of those solutions?

The course specification refers to “consequences of population structure”. We can only ask what is in the specification so we cannot ask about solutions/management strategies of this. However, a candidate may be able to word an answer so that they can get credit for mentioning this (as a consequence of the change of structure) in their exam. 

Assignment

Will there be a similar Webinar for the N5 and Higher assignments?

We have no plans at the moment for these as there has been no significant change. There are materials on the Understanding Standards website which may help.

On the Understanding Standards website there are six N5 Assignment pupil answers with markers commentary. There is only one Higher example. Will further examples be shared for Higher?

The Understanding Standards team will be asked if this is possible.

Is there any possibility of getting some title/examples for assignments? I think it would be good to see the variety of different assignments around the country.
The Understanding Standards team will be asked if examples can be posted on the website.
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